Spill and Leak Management — Schools
Meeting Kit
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WHAT'S AT STAKE

Alright, let’s talk spills and leaks in our schools. Now, it might seem like a minor
thing — a dropped juice box here, a leaky marker there. But think about it: our
schools are busy places with lots of people moving around, and we’'ve got everything
from cleaning supplies to science lab chemicals. When spills and leaks happen and
aren’t dealt with properly, it can actually put people at real risk. We'’re talking
about slippery floors that can lead to nasty falls, exposure to harmful substances
that can make people sick, and even damage to our valuable equipment and learning
materials. Ignoring a spill isn’t just leaving a mess; it’s potentially setting up a
hazard that could impact the health and safety of our students and staff, not to
mention costing time and resources to clean up later.

WHAT'S THE DANGER

Okay, so when something spills or leaks at school, it’s way more than just a mop-up.
We’'re talking about instant slip hazards leading to falls and injuries for anyone.
Depending on the liquid — chemicals or even strong cleaners — touching or breathing
it can cause serious health issues. Plus, sneaky leaks can damage floors and walls,
leading to mold and costly repairs. Ignoring a spill can create a real danger zone.

e Slippery Situations: That'’'s probably the first thing that comes to mind, right?
A puddle of water, juice, or cleaning fluid on a hard floor can turn into an
instant slip-and-slide, and falls can lead to serious injuries for anyone, kids
or adults.

e Nasty Exposure: Depending on what'’s spilled — think chemicals in the science lab
or even just strong cleaning products — touching it, breathing it in, or getting
it on your skin can cause irritation, burns, or other health problems.

* Damage Control (or Lack Thereof): Leaks, especially slow ones, can soak into
carpets, damage floors, or even get into walls, leading to mold growth and
costly repairs down the line. Plus, spills can ruin equipment or learning
materials.

e Uh Oh, What Was That?: If a spill isn’t clearly marked, people might not know
what it is and could accidentally touch something harmful or try to clean it up
without the right protection. That uncertainty can be a real risk.

e Domino Effect: Sometimes one spill can lead to another problem. For example, a
wet floor might make someone drop something else, or a chemical leak could react
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with something nearby.

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF

Our immediate actions when we encounter a spill or leak are critical in preventing
accidents and minimizing potential harm.

1. Immediate Actions Upon Discovery:

e Assess and Alert: Quickly look at the spill. If it's clearly something non-
hazardous like juice, alert those nearby to the wet floor. For unknown or
potentially dangerous spills (chemicals, strong odors), do not touch it;
immediately clear the area and alert the appropriate personnel (teacher,
supervisor, custodian).

e Contain Safely (If Applicable): For small, non-hazardous spills and if you've
been trained or feel comfortable, try to contain it with paper towels or a mop
to prevent spreading. Never attempt to clean hazardous spills yourself.

1. Alerting the Appropriate Personnel:

Familiarize yourself with your school’s protocol for reporting spills and leaks. Know
who to contact — it might be a specific teacher, supervisor, custodian, or the main
office. When you report, provide clear details about the location, time, what you
think spilled (if you know), how big it is, and any potential dangers you observed.
Don’t assume someone else has already called it in; take the initiative yourself to
ensure it’s handled.

1. Warning Others and Preventing Accidents:

Make sure to clearly warn others about the spill. Use “Wet Floor” signs if available
and place them around the affected area. If there are no signs handy, verbally warn
people as they approach. For larger or more hazardous spills, consider blocking off
the area with cones or tape to prevent anyone from accidentally walking through it
until it’s safely cleaned.

1. Following Instructions from Trained Personnel:

When custodians, maintenance staff, or other trained individuals arrive to deal with
the spill, listen carefully and follow their instructions. They have the expertise
and know the proper procedures. Provide them with any information you noticed about
the spill that might be helpful. Avoid interfering with their cleanup process and let
them handle it safely and effectively.

1. Personal Protective Measures and Hygiene:

If you are assisting with a non-hazardous spill cleanup and protective gear like
gloves is available, use it. Avoid touching your face while dealing with any spill.
After you’ve had any contact with a spilled substance or the area around it, make
sure to wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.

1. Reporting Exposure and Seeking Medical Attention:

If you come into contact with a spilled substance and it causes any irritation or if

you're concerned, report it to a supervisor or the school nurse right away. They can

assess the situation and provide any necessary care or advice. If you experience any

adverse reactions after contact with a spill, follow the guidance of the school nurse
or seek medical attention.



FINAL WORD

When you encounter a spill or leak, prioritize safety above all else. Take a moment
to assess, alert, and, if safe, contain. Your informed actions help prevent accidents
and ensure a healthier environment for the entire school community.



