
Outdoor-Animal Hazards Stats & Facts

DID YOU KNOW?

A recent summary of farm accidents data from 15 states shows that animals were a
factor in about one of every eight injuries reported, ranking second to farm
machinery in total number of cases. However, animal-related injuries on the average
are less severe than those involving machinery with fewer than 100 resulting in death
each year. Still, many animal related injuries are serious and involve considerable
loss of time, money and productivity.

A closer look at animal related injuries from farm accident survey data indicate that
most of the victims were males when it came to cattle and hogs, but females
approached males in the number of injuries involving horses and pets.

As to age of victim, youngsters (5- 14) were most often bitten by dogs, but cow-
related accidents found more victims among the 45-64 age group. Horse-related
injuries were suffered most often by youngsters (5-14) and young adults (15-24) while
the mature folks (25-44, 45-64) were the target of most mishaps involving hogs.

Most of the cattle and hog-related injuries were suffered in farm buildings or
adjacent lots. Most with horses happened outside in barnyards, fields, lanes, woods
and along public roads. Dogs more often than not bit people in home yards.

Common things cows did to hurt people were to kick or step on them, and catch people
or their limbs between themselves and hard objects or surfaces. Many falls also
occurred while tending cows. Hogs bit, stepped on and knocked people down. Dog bites
were a common source of injury. Accidents involving horses and bulls were more likely
to result in serious in jury than mishaps with other animals.

Importantly, farm family members were by far the most frequent victims of animal-
related accidents, with hired help and visitors accounting for less than 10 percent.

Who’s at Risk?

Approximately 2,038,000 full-time workers were employed in production
agriculture in the US in 2018.
Approximately 1.4 to 2.1 million hired crop workers are employed annually on
crop farms in the US.
An estimated 893,000 youth under 20 years of age resided on farms in 2014, with
about 454,000 youth performing farm work. In addition to the youth who live on
farms, an estimated 266,000 youth were hired to work on US farms in 2014.
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Fatalities

In 2017, 416 farmers and farm workers died from a work-related injury, resulting
in a fatality rate of 20.4 deaths per 100,000 workers. Transportation incidents,
which include tractor overturns were the leading cause of death for these
farmers and farm workers.
The most effective way to prevent tractor overturn deaths is the use of a Roll-
Over Protective Structure (ROPS) with a seatbelt. In 2014, 62% of tractors used
on farms in the US were equipped with ROPS. If ROPS were placed on all tractors
used on US farms manufactured since the mid-1960’s, the prevalence of ROPS-
equipped tractors could be increased to over 80%.

Injuries

Every day, about 100 agricultural workers suffer a lost-work-time injury.
From 2008-2010, 50% of all hired crop worker injuries were classified as a
sprain or strain.
In 2014, an estimated 12,000 youth were injured on farms; 4,000 of these
injuries were due to farm work.


