
OSHA PPE Reduces Exposure to Bloodborne
Pathogens Fact Sheet

Fact sheet on employers responsibilities to protect workers against exposure to blood
borne pathogens by providing personal protective equipment.

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) Reduces Exposure to Bloodborne Pathogens

OSHA’s Bloodborne Pathogens standard (29 CFR 1910.1030) requires employers to protect
workers who are occupationally exposed to blood and other potentially infectious
materials (OPIM), as defined in the standard. That is, the standard protects workers
who can reasonably be anticipated to come into contact with blood or OPIM as a result
of doing their job duties.

One way the employer can protect workers against exposure to bloodborne pathogens,
such as hepatitis B virus (HBV), hepatitis C virus (HCV), and human immunodeficiency
virus (HIV), the virus that causes AIDS, is by providing and ensuring they use
personal protective equipment, or PPE. Wearing appropriate PPE can significantly
reduce risk, since it acts as a barrier against exposure. Employers are required to
provide, clean, repair, and…
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