How Noise-Induced Hearing Loss (NIHL)
Occurs Fatality File

S

Worker Fatally Injured Due to Impaired Hearing from
Noise-Induced Hearing Loss

In a documented case, a worker with significant noise-induced hearing loss (NIHL)
failed to perceive an approaching vehicle in a noisy industrial environment. The
worker’s diminished hearing acuity, a result of prolonged exposure to hazardous noise
levels without adequate hearing protection, prevented him from detecting auditory
warning signals. Consequently, he was struck by the vehicle, leading to fatal
injuries.

This incident underscores the critical importance of implementing comprehensive
hearing conservation programs in workplaces with high noise levels. Such programs
should include regular noise monitoring, provision of appropriate hearing protection
devices, employee training on the risks of noise exposure, and periodic hearing
assessments to detect early signs of hearing loss.
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