Driver Safety — The Dangers of Loose Cargo
Meeting Kit
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WHAT'S AT STAKE

Loose cargo may seem harmless, just a few tools in the back, an unsecured box, or a
shifting pallet. But in motion, unsecured items become dangerous projectiles. Inside
a vehicle, a sudden stop can send tools flying toward the driver or passengers. In
open beds or trailers, loose cargo can fall off, strike other vehicles, or cause
major road hazards. These incidents result in serious injuries, costly damage, and
even fatalities, not just for the driver but for others on the road. Securing cargo
properly isn’t just good practice; it’s a life-saving responsibility.

WHAT'S THE DANGER

Loose or improperly secured cargo poses serious and often underestimated risks.
Whether you’re transporting materials in a van, pickup, trailer, or commercial
vehicle, unsecured loads can shift, fall, or fly during transport, especially when
braking, turning, or accelerating.

Inside the Vehicle — Hidden Projectiles

Even small items like toolboxes, gas cans, or buckets can become deadly if a vehicle
stops suddenly.

e A 20-1b object in a crash at 35 mph strikes with 700 lbs of force.
e Workers have suffered concussions, lacerations, or spinal injuries from flying
gear inside the cab or work area.

On the Road - Risk to the Public
Loose cargo falling off vehicles creates deadly hazards for other drivers.

e Falling debris can cause accidents, property damage, or fatalities.
e Drivers can be held legally responsible for damages caused by unsecured loads.

Beyond injuries and accidents, there’s the added cost of damaged goods, lost tools,
fines for unsecured loads, and vehicle downtime.
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HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF

Loose cargo is more than just a nuisance; it’'s a threat to your safety, the safety of
others, and your job. Whether you're transporting tools, supplies, or equipment, even
small items can become deadly projectiles or create hazards on the road. Protecting
yourself means securing everything properly, double-checking before you drive, and
never cutting corners.

Inspect and Secure Before Every Trip

Before moving any vehicle, whether it’'s a pickup, flatbed, or van, always inspect the
load. Make sure all materials are properly secured, distributed evenly, and rated
tie-downs are in good condition.

e Use straps, chains, nets, or bars that are rated for the weight of the cargo
e Check all anchor points for damage, rust, or wear

e Make sure items can’'t slide, tip, or roll — push on them to test stability

e Don’'t rely on gravity — friction alone won’t keep a load in place

Secure Inside the Cab Too

Loose items in the cab — like toolboxes, lunch bags, or tablets — can fly forward in
a crash or sudden stop and cause serious injury.

e Store heavy items low, under seats, or in secure compartments
e Use seatbelt straps or cargo nets to restrain anything that could move
e Never place items on dashboards or passenger seats unsecured

Cover and Contain Open Loads

If you're carrying materials in an open truck bed or trailer, containment is
essential — not just for safety, but also for legal compliance.

e Use tarps, covers, or cargo nets to prevent items from falling or flying out
e Wrap and strap down awkward or tall loads to prevent tipping
e Protect straps from sharp edges that could cut them during transport

Drive with Cargo in Mind

A well-secured load still changes how your vehicle handles. Always adjust your
driving when hauling cargo.

e Brake earlier and steer smoothly — sudden moves can shift even secured loads
e Take turns slowly and be aware of weight shifting
e Recheck tie-downs and cargo position after hitting bumps or potholes

Plan Ahead and Communicate

Make cargo securement a routine part of trip planning — not an afterthought. If
you're unsure how to secure something, ask before moving it.

e Know your vehicle’s load limits and avoid overloading
e Use checklists for loadouts and pre-trip inspections
e Communicate with coworkers or supervisors about unusual loads or concerns

Remember: An unsecured ladder or toolbox might seem harmless — until it goes through
a windshield or strikes a worker. Respect the cargo, respect the road, and stay alert
every time you load up.



FINAL WORD

It doesn’t take much for loose cargo to turn into a deadly hazard. Whether it’s a
wrench in the cab or lumber on a trailer, if it’'s not secured, it’s a risk.




